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1 Introduction 

1.1 This report comprises an archaeological assessment of a large greenfield site at Cooney’s Lane in the 
townland of Grange (a suburb to Cork City) in Co. Cork. The site is located c. 1.8km to the southwest of the 
village of Douglas and approximately 4km south of Cork City, in County Cork (Fig. 1).  A large residential 
development is proposed for this site. 
 

1.2 It is proposed to demolish an existing dwelling and agricultural buildings on the site and to construct 251 no. 
residential dwellings and a creche and all associated ancillary site development. A small portion of the 
western elevation of the northermost farm building will be retain fronting Cooney’s Lane.   
 

1.3 There are no recorded archaeological sites within the proposed development site. The nearest known 
recorded monument is a fulacht fia (CO086-106) c. 65m to the west in the townland of Curraghconway.  
 

1.4 Cork County Archaeologist, Mary Sleeman, was consulted during the compilation of this report. Her 
recommendations are reflected in the conclusions section.  

 
1.5 This report was compiled by Musetta O’Leary and Avril Purcell, Lane Purcell Archaeology, 64 Fr Mathew 

Road, Turner’s Cross, Cork on behalf of McCutcheon Halley, 6 Joyce Square, Ballincollig, Co. Cork. 
 

 
Figure 1: Ordnance Survey of Ireland site location map 
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2 The Proposed Development Site 

2.1 The proposed development site comprises a single large field (9.9Ha) with Grange Farm House and 
associated buildings at the its northwestern end (Fig. 2). It opens from the eastern side of Cooney’s Lane and 
adjoins the existing Ardfield residential estate in the Cork city suburb of Grange. The site itself is on elevated 
ground with extensive views to the north and east. Grange Stream, a tributary of the Douglas River, runs 
along the southern site boundary in a very steep-sided valley which rises quickly to higher ground to the 
south of the proposed development site. Cooney’s Lane runs along the western site boundary and the 
Ardfield residential estate along the eastern and northern boundaries, separated from the proposed 
development site by small green areas.  

 
2.2 The field is currently under pasture. Stock piles of soil and a number of compounds at its northeastern end 

are probably associated with the construction of the Ardfield estate 10-15 years ago.  
 
2.3 It is proposed to demolish Grange Farm House and four associated farm buildings, a small section of the 

western gable wall of the northernmost building along Cooney’s Lane will be retained. It is proposed to 
construct 251 no. residential dwellings, a creche and to carry out all associated ancillary site development on 
the site (Fig. 3).  

 

 
Figure 2: Proposed development site on OS background 
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Figure 3: Proposed development site layout (after Geraldine Coughlan Architects) 
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3 Archaeological and Historic Background 

3.1 There are no recorded archaeological sites within the proposed development site. The nearest known 
recorded monument is a fulacht fia (CO086-106) c. 65m to the west in the townland of Curraghconway. This 
is included in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for Co Cork and the Sites and Monuments Record 
(SMR) database of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI). The RMP lists all known archaeological 
monuments and places known to be of archaeological importance in the county and affords them statutory 
protection under the National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 (1994 amendment). The SMR database is a 
working database of all known archaeological monuments in the state and is continually updated.  

 
3.2 The pace of landscape change in Ireland accelerated in the second half of the 20th century and many 

archaeological sites have been levelled by activities associated with modern development such as 
agriculture, industry and infrastructural improvements. This has ensured that the present day archaeological 
landscape is not fully representative of the human occupation of this island, which has spanned some nine 
thousand years. Archaeological sites survive today as upstanding structures, earthwork monuments or 
subsurface remains. There are twenty six recorded archaeological sites within a 2km radius (study area) of 
the proposed development site which provide evidence of human settlement and activity dating to as early 
as the Bronze Age (c. 2400 - 500BC) (Fig. 4 and Table 1). A small number of these are buildings which are 
included in the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) of Cork County Development Plan (2014) and/or in the 
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). The NIAH, compiled between 2006 and 2011, lists over 
6,500 features and items of architectural importance in the County. 

 

 
Figure 4: Proposed development site on OS map showing recorded archaeological sites 

within a 2km radius (from www.archaeology.ie). 
 

RMP  Site Type  Townland  Distance from site  

CO074-060 Country House  Curraghconway  1km to N 

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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CO074-089 Country House  Maryborough  2.4km to NE  

CO074-095 Woollen mill  Grange  1.7km to NE 

CO074-097 Graveyard  Douglas  1.7km to NE  

CO074-098 Graveyard  Douglas  1.7km to NE  

CO086-010 Church  Ballinvuskig  600m to S 

CO086-011 Ringfort  Ballinvuskig  1.5km to SE 

CO086-012001- Ringfort  Castletreasure  1.3km to SE 

CO086-012002- Souterrain  Castletreasure  1.3km to SE 

CO086-013 Castle  Castletreasure  1.6km to E 

CO086-014 Ringfort  Douglas  1.9km to NE 

CO086-059001- Graveyard Curraghconway  700m to NW 

CO086-059002- Church  Curraghconway  700m to NW  

CO086-069 Mass Rock  Ballycurreen  1.5km to W 

CO086-089 Standing stone  Ballinvuskig  1.6km to SE 

CO086-090 Standing stone  Ballinvuskig  1.6km to SE 

CO086-091 Standing stone  Ballinvuskig  1.7km to SE 

CO086-092 Standing stone  Ballinvuskig  2km to SE  

CO086-100 Flax Mill  Grange  1.1km to NE 

CO086-102 Country house  Castletreasure  1km to NE  

CO086-104 Fulacht fia  Castletreasure  2km to SE 

CO086-106 Fulacht fia  Curraghconway  200m to W 

CO086-107 Fulacht fia  Curraghconway  1km to NW  

CO086-108 Fulacht fia  Curraghconway  900m to SW 

CO086-127 Enclosure  Lehenagh beg  1.7km to W 

CO086-135 Barrow  Rathmullig East  1.4km to SW 

Table 1: RMP sites within a 2km radius of the proposed development site  
 
3.3 The closest site to the proposed development is a fualcht fia (CO086-106) in Curraghconway. Fulachtai fia, 

also known as burnt mounds, are the most common type of prehistoric site in the country. They were used 
to heat large quantities of water possibly for a multitude of purposes, although cooking was probably the 
primary function at most sites. They comprise a trough or pit usually lined with stone, wattle or planks in 
which quantities of water could be boiled using fire-heated stones. In addition to their use as cooking sites 
they may also have been used as sweat houses, bathing sites or for brewing or dying fabric. They are 
sometimes recognisable as horseshoe-shaped mounds of heat-shattered stones, often located near a stream 
or in waterlogged areas. Radiocarbon dates indicates that the majority of fulachtai fia were constructed 
during the mid to late Bronze Age (c.1500- c. 500 BC), though some Neolithic examples are known and some 
were still in use up to medieval times. The fulacht fia in Curraghconway consists of a roughly circular mound 
(27m E-W; 26m N-S; H c. 1m) of burnt material situated to the west of a stream. There are three other 
fulachtai fia in the townland of Curraghconway (CO086-104, CO086-107 and CO086-108) all of which are 
levelled sites with no above ground expression.  
 
There are four standing stones in the townland of Ballinvuskig (CO086-089, CO086-090, CO086-091 and 
CO086-092) to the south of the proposed development site. The erection of large unhewn stones was 
widespread in prehistoric Ireland. They were often erected in prominent locations and can date from the 
Bronze and Iron Ages (c. 2400 BC - AD 500). Their exact function is unclear, although it is thought they were 
erected primarily for ceremonial and ritual purposes. The four standing stones in Ballinvuskig are depicted in 
close proximity to each other on the 1842 Ordnance Survey (OS) 6-inch map, however, only two now remain 
extant (CO086-089 and CO086-092) (Power et al. 1994).  
 
There are three ringforts in the study area, in Ballinvuskig (CO086-011), Castletreasure (CO086-012001-) and 
Douglas (CO086-014), providing evidence for settlement in the area during the Early Christian or early 
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medieval period (5th to the 12th century AD). Christianity was slowly introduced to Ireland in the late 4th 
century, becoming widely established during the second half of the sixth century. Ringforts are defensive 
farmsteads and are the most characteristic monument of this time period in Ireland. They are generally 
circular or oval in plan defined by an earthen bank with an external ditch or fosse. The sub-surface remains 
of circular dwelling houses and associated outbuildings are frequently revealed within ringforts during 
excavation. More occasionally evidence of specialised craft-working is also found during excavation 
indicating the possibility of higher status sites. The main phase of construction and occupation of these sites 
dates from the beginning of the 7th century AD to the end of the 9th century AD. Many have been levelled in 
modern times by agricultural activity, although archaeological features may still remain undisturbed below 
ground level. Some ringforts have associated souterrains or underground structures that generally contain 
one or more chambers linked by narrow creepways. Their function may have been for storage or as a 
defensive feature. The ringfort in Castletreasure (CO086-012001-) has an associated souterrain (CO086-
012002-). It is levelled and situated on a N-facing slope and overlooks the extensive suburban settlements in 
Donnybrook and Douglas. The site is shown on the OS 6-inch map of 1842 as a semicircular arc abutted to 
the south by a trackway. The souterrain in the interior was destroyed before it could be investigated (Power 
et al. 1994). The ringfort in Douglas (CO086-014), c. 1.9km to the NE of the proposed development site, now 
lies preserved within the residential development of Maryborough Woods. Prior to the commencement of 
this development the ringfort was covered in membrane and this in turn was topped with topsoil so that the 
site now comprises a level open area with the ringfort preserved beneath in situ. Topsoil stripping was 
archaeologically monitored and no finds or features of archaeological significance were found (Lane pers 
comm.). It consists of a circular area (43.2m E-W; 41.6m N-S) enclosed by an earthen bank (H 1.35m) with 
shallow fosse. There is no above ground evidence for the ringfort in Ballinvuskig (CO086-011).  
 
The Anglo-Normans arrived in Ireland in 1169 at the request of Diarmait Mac Murchada, the deposed king of 
Leinster. The earth and timber fortresses constructed by the Anglo-Normans settlers in the late 13th/early 
14th century functioned as defensive homesteads largely replacing the earlier native Irish defended ringfort 
settlements. These defensive motte and baileys were replaced by masonry castles, many of which still 
survive on the Irish landscape. There is one such castle site within the study area in the townland of 
Castletreasure (CO086-013), located 1.6km to the east of the proposed development site. No surface trace 
of the castle survives, it is marked ‘site of’ on the 19th and 20th century OS maps and on the 1842 map three 
walls of a rectangular structure (c. 20m E-W; c. 10m N-S) are shown. According to Healy (1988), this castle 
was probably built by the Goulds.  
 
In the Post Medieval Period, the Irish farming landscape began to take on its present appearance, with many 
of the current field systems and boundaries being laid out. The organised plantations of English and Scottish 
settlers who arrived in Ireland in the 17th century greatly altered traditional land ownership patterns in the 
country. The old order of transhumance and open cattle breeding died out and was replaced by a structure 
of great landed estates, small tenant farmers (leasees) and a mass of landless labourers. There are three 
country houses listed in the RMP in the study area, the most impressive of which is Maryborough House 
(CO074-089) described by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) as ‘an impressive mid-
eighteenth-century house which has retained many of its original features to both the exterior and interior, 
despite its conversion to a hotel’. The hotel is listed as a Protected Structure (PS 00479) in the Cork County 
Development Plan 2014. It was associated with the Newenham family who owned Maryborough House from 
the time of its construction until 1891. 
 
Vernon Mount (CO074-060; PS 00480) was a late 18th century house of 2-storeys over basement. The house 
was completely gutted by fire on 24 July 2016. According to Bence-Jones, it was built in 1784 by Sir Henry 
Browne Hayes who spared no expense in creating this luxurious villa. The house in Castletreasure (CO086-
102), c. 1km to the NE of the proposed development is now in a suburban setting on an elevated site 
overlooking Donnybrook village. It is a detached five-bay single-storey over basement house with a dormer 
attic, built c.1750. According to the NIAH ‘this quirky building retains fabric from several centuries’. 
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The church and graveyard in Curraghconway at Grange Road (CO086-059002- and CO086-059001-), c. 700m 
to the NW of the proposed development site consist of a rectangular churchyard (c. 65m E-W; c. 50m N-S) 
containing the ‘Holy Trinity Frankfield’ Church of Ireland built in 1838 and still in use. There is a memorial 
inside the church to Samuel Lane ‘who gave the ground for this church and church yard, and built the church 
1838". The church is listed as a Protected Structure (PS 00564) in the Cork County Development Plan (2014). 
Burials in the enclosing graveyard date from the late 19th and 20th century (Power et al. 1994). There are 
two graveyards in Douglas (CO074-097 and CO074-098), c. 1.7km to the NE of the proposed development 
site. One of the graveyards (CO074-097) contains St Lukes C of I Church in the centre, which was built 1785 
and rebuilt in 1875 into its present cruciform plan (Power et al. 1994). This church is listed as a Protected 
Structure (PS 00481) in the Cork County Development Plan 2014. The second graveyard (CO074-098) is 
situated on the east side of the road to this graveyard and is associated with the present Roman Catholic 
Church of St. Columbas (ibid). The closest church to the proposed development site is situated in the 
townland of Ballinvuskig (CO086-010), c. 600m to the south. Although there is no surface evidence for this 
church the field is named ‘Church Field’ and according to local information, there was a church and burial 
ground here. The western portion of this field is now occupied by three private dwelling houses. This may be 
the site O’Donoghue (1986, 186) records as "Old church and burial ground" in the NE part of Ballinvuskig 
townland (Power et al. 1994).  
 

St. Patricks Woollen Mills (CO074-095 and PS 01243) lies approximately 1.7km to the NE of the proposed 
development site in the townland of Grange but in the suburban village of Douglas. It consists of an attached 
fifteen-bay single-storey building constructed in 1883. The mill, the second largest of its type in the county, 
was designed by Richard Murray in what would be one of the last purpose-built woollen mills to be built in 
County Cork. Constructed of limestone with red brick surrounds, the single storey form of the complex is 
unusual among mills (NIAH).  
 

The village of Douglas lies 1.8km to the northeast of the proposed development site. The village, named 
after the river on which it developed, is located between the confluence of the Tramore and Douglas Rivers 
(to the west) and Douglas Bay (to the east) where the watercourse enters the inner reaches of Cork Harbour. 
The name Douglas or Dúglas means darkish stream (logainm.ie). The village, which developed here in the 
early 18th century, grew up around the establishing textile industries. The power, which was harnessed from 
the rivers, along with the harbour-front location initially attracted these industries. By the mid 19th century 
the village had a post office, court house and police barracks and continued to grow through the 20th 
century. Lewis described the settlement in favourable terms in 1837 noting the numerous country houses in 
the area (Cadogan 1998, 221-2).  
 

3.4 The 1842 OS 6-inch map depicts the proposed development site as consisting of three fields and parts of 
four additional ones in a rural setting (Fig. 5). At the northern end a complex of buildings is arranged around 
three and a half sides of a central yard. The is not named but its location, a short distance south of Old 
Grange House and its demesne (not listed in the NIAH) would suggest that it was part of this country house. 
The townland boundary between Grange and Ballinvuskig is aligned on Grange Stream along the southern 
site boundary. To the south of the boundary lie the demesne lands of Willsfort House which is outside the 
proposed development site.  
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Figure 5: Extract from OS 6-inch map (1842) showing proposed development site  

 
3.5 The 1893-1903 Ordnance Survey (OS) 25-inch map shows some field boundaries removed and the land 

opened up. The proposed development site now consists of two fields and parts of three others (Fig. 6). The 
farm house and associated buildings at the north of the site remain unnamed, ranged around the yard with 
some minor alterations to their layout.  

 
3.6 The 1935 OS 6-inch depicts the field layout within the proposed development site as unchanged. The 

buildings remain ranged around the yard but now a house outside the southeast corner is named ‘Grange 
House Lower’ (Fig. 7).  

 

 
Figure 6: Extract from OS 25-inch map (1893-1903) showing proposed development site  
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Figure 7: Extract from OS 6-inch map (1935) showing proposed development site  

 
3.7 No archaeological investigations have been undertaken in Grange townland or in any of the townlands 

bordering the proposed development site. The nearest archaeological excavation recorded in the 
excavations bulletin (from 1969 to 2015) is from Maryborough House when a dump of slate was revealed 
which probably derived from the weather slating of the original house (Quinn 2014).  
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4 Site Inspection  

4.1 The proposed development site comprises a single large irregularly shaped field currently under pasture 
which slopes down to the south and southeast. At the northern end of the field there is a complex of four 
buildings and associated yards (Fig. 8). The site was visited on the 31st of July 2018 in showery weather 
conditions.   

 
4.2 For ease of reference the proposed development site is split into two sections as follows;  
 Section 1: Large irregular-shaped pasture field comprising the bulk of the development site.  

Section 2: Grange Farm House, associated buildings and the area of disturbed ground at the northern end of 
the site. 

 

 
Figure 8: Extract from OS map showing proposed development site in red (www.archaeology.ie ) 

 
4.3 Section 1  

Section 1 comprises a single large, irregularly shaped pasture field which slopes down to the south and 
southeast (Plates 1-4). The western boundary along Cooney’s Lane is largely a mature hedgerow although 
part of it has been removed to accommodate road widening - a fence now defines this boundary. The 
southern part of the field slopes steeply down to the Grange Stream which forms the southern site 
boundary. The ground adjacent to the stream is quite overgrown. At the southwest a modern hedgerow 
defines the boundary separating a recently built house from the proposed development site. A partially open 
modern metal fence runs along most of the eastern boundary to Ardfield. There are a number of electrical 
pylons within this section of the proposed development site which is otherwise undisturbed. No features or 
potential features of archaeological interest were noted in the field during the site inspection.  

 

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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Plate 1: Proposed development site, looking north  Plate 2: Proposed development site, looking NE 

  
Plate 3: Proposed development site, looking east  Plate 4: Steeply sloping rough ground along the southern 

boundary to Grange Stream, looking east 
 
4.4.1 Section 2 

Section 2 comprises Grange Farm and associated buildings, numbered 1 to 4, at the northern end of the 
proposed development site (Fig. 9). Buildings 1, 2 and 3 are of random rubble construction arranged around 
a yard and the fourth (Building 4) is a T-shaped dwelling house a short distance to the south. Buildings 1-3 
are depicted on the OS 6-inch map of 1842 and on the 1893-1903 OS 25-inch map while Building 4 is first 
depicted on the OS 6-inch map of 1935 where it is named Grange House Lower. The yard opens onto 
Cooney’s Lane to the west with a separate access to the house a short distance south. The ground to the 
north and east of these four buildings has been significantly disturbed and a number of buildings depicted on 
recent OS maps to the north of the complex have been removed (Plates 5 and 6 and Fig. 8). Aerial 
photographs indicate that these were metal-roofed farm buildings. There are a number of mounds of both 
soil and building rubble to the east of the complex and to the north and east the ground has been stripped of 
topsoil and has been used as a construction yard in the recent past (Plates 5-10). 

 
4.4.2 Building 1  

Building 1 is a two-storey, four-bay, gable ended farm building with a single-bay return to the north (Plates 
7-10). It is orientated east west and largely of random rubble construction. Some brick and concrete block 
repair is evident throughout the building, particularly at the eastern side which appears to be a later addition 
to what is shown on the 1842 OS map as an L-shaped building. The roof is slated with a clear distinction 
between the slate on the original western side of the building and the eastern extension (which is in poor 
condition). The single storey return to the rear of the building has a galvanised roof. A concrete block 
stairway, towards the centre of the front elevation, provides external access to the first floor. All of the opes 
are blocked and the building was not accessible. 
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Figure 9: Buildings 1 to 4  

  
Plate 5: Yard and soil mound in distance, looking east  Plate 6: Yard at northern end, looking north 

  
Plate 7: Building 1 front elevation, looking north  Plate 8: Building 1 rear elevation, looking south  
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Plate 9: Building 1 east gable, looking west  Plate 10: Building 1 west gable onto Cooney Lane, looking SE 
 
4.4.3 Building 2  

Building 2 is a one and a half-storey, gable ended house of random rubble construction with a single storey, 
lean-to extension at the north end (Plates 11-14). It is oriented north south and is four-bays at ground floor 
level with two dormer windows at first floor. The surviving windows are two-over-two sash. The chimney is 
of brick construction and in poor repair. Most of the roof is slated with the single storey extension and the 
southeastern section of the main roof of galvanised metal. The southern ope at ground floor level has been 
widened to double width, supported by a steel joist. The rear elevation is very heavily overgrown and could 
not be inspected. The building was in poor repair and inaccessible.  
 

  
Plate 11: Building 2 front elevation, looking SE  Plate 12: Building 2 rear elevation, looking NW 

  
Plate 13: Building 2, north gable & extension, looking SW Plate 14: Building 2 south gable, looking NW 
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4.4.4 Building 3 
Building 3 is a single-storey, gable ended farm building oriented east west (Plates 15-18). It is largely of 
random rubble construction incorporating small amounts of brick with a slated roof. The front elevation is 
six-bays with a stable door at the eastern end outside of which there is a concrete trough. A blocked ope at 
first floor level in the eastern gable suggests a loft above the stable. The rear elevation is very heavily 
overgrown, particularly at the western end, but there are two opes visible at the eastern end. An L-shaped 
return on the western end of the building shown on the 1935 OS, and more recent, OS maps (Fig. 9) is no 
longer extant, a random rubble wall along the road front may be part of this building.  
 

  
Plate 15: Building 3 front elevation, looking south Plate 16: Building 3 rear elevation, looking NW 

  
Plate 17: Building 3 east gable, looking west Plate 18: Building 3, and site of removed northern return, 

looking west 
 
4.4.5 Building 4  

Building 4 first appears on the 1935 OS 6-inch map. It is named Grange House Lower on this map and Grange 
Farm House on current OS maps. It is a T-shaped, west-facing, two-storey farm house (Plates 19-). It was 
occupied by the Bailey family until November 2017 and is now completely closed up and inaccessible. It is a 
three-bay, gable ended house with a single storey porch at ground floor level and a two-storey return to the 
rear. The roof is slated with decorated ridge tiles and brick chimneys in both gables. The northern gable is 
single bay at ground floor level and two-bay at first floor and the southern gable is two-bay at both ground 
and first floor levels. None of the windows are visible. The return is centrally placed in the rear elevation 
with a small single storey concrete boiler house adjoining it at the rear. The decorated ridge tiles are absent 
from the return which appears to be a later extension to the house. There is a gravel drive to the front of the 
house which is somewhat overgrown and the gardens to the front and rear are both overgrown.  
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Plate 19: Building 4 front elevation, looking NE  Plate 20: Building 4 rear elevation & garden, looking west 

  
Plate 21: Building 4 rear elevation, looking SW  Plate 22: Building 4 rear elevation, looking NW 

 
Plate 23: Entrance gateway onto Cooney’s Lane, looking east 
 
4.5 The field comprising the larger part of the proposed development site is in agricultural use. Other than that 

caused by the erection of the pylons. the field appears to be undisturbed. No surface features of 
archaeological potential were noted during field walking. The buildings at the northern end comprise a farm 
complex of 19th and 20th century date. The three 19th century buildings are set around a yard and the 
replacement 20th century farm house is slightly removed to the south. There has been significant ground 
disturbance to the area adjoining the farm complex to the north and east within living memory, with the 
construction and then removal of a number of 20th century farm buildings.  
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5 Conclusion 

5.1 It is proposed to demolish a farm house and three outbuildings, a small section of the western elevation of 
the fourth building (Building 1) will be retained fronting Cooney’s Lane. The proposed development will 
comprise a total of 251 dwelling, a creche and all associated ancillary site development works at Grange, 
Douglas, adjoining the existing Ardfield residential estate.  

 
5.2 There are no recorded archaeological sites within the proposed development site. The nearest known 

recorded monument is a fulacht fia (CO086-106) c. 65m to the west in the townland of Curraghconway. No 
features or undulations were visible in the field during the site inspection. 

 
5.3 The proposed development site is a single large field with a complex of farm buildings and yards at the 

northern end. The field is in pasture and has an easterly aspect, sloping to the south and southeast where 
the Grange Stream runs in a steeply sided valley defining the southern site boundary. The farm buildings 
comprise four structures, three of which (Buildings 1, 2 and 3) are depicted on all three editions of the OS 
map. The fourth structure, is a more recent farm house (Building 4), first seen on the 1935 OS map where it 
is named Grange House Lower - and now known as Grange Farm House. Buildings 1, 2 and 3 are mainly 
random rubble buildings arranged around a yard. Building 2, most recently in use as an out building, was the 
original farm house. This was replaced in the early 20th century by the larger Grange House Lower, further to 
the south and at a slight remove from the farm yard and outbuildings. Building 2 is oriented north south and 
situated at the eastern side of the yard. It has been substantially altered with opes widened and the roof is 
now partially galvanised metal. Buildings 1 and 3 are farm buildings oriented east west and lie on the 
northern and southern sides respectively of the yard. Building 1 is two-storey and was extended to the east 
in the early 20th century. Building 3 is single storey with a stable at its eastern end. All three buildings are in 
poor repair and were not accessible. Building 4 is a T-shaped, west facing, two-storey farm house dating to 
the early decades of the 20th century. It is a three-bay, gable ended house with a single storey porch at 
ground floor level and a two-storey return to the rear. It has been unoccupied since November 2017 and is 
now completely secured and inaccessible.  

 
5.4 The proposed development will require demolition of three of the four standing buildings and the partial 

demolition of the fourth. Largescale topsoil stripping and ground reduction will be undertaken throughout 
the site. Although there is no visible evidence of archaeological features on the site, previously unrecorded 
sub-surface features or finds may exist and may be revealed during largescale ground reduction. To pre-
empt the eventuality of archaeological finds in the course of construction, pre-construction archaeological 
investigations are recommended in advance of development. These should include geophysical survey and 
archaeological testing. If archaeological features or deposits are revealed sufficient time and financial 
resources should be made available for archaeological resolution.  Preservation in situ or preservation by 
record will be required in consultation with the National Monuments Service and the planning authority and 
as outlined in Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (1999).  

 
5.5 All recommendations are subject to approval by the planning authority.   
 
  



Archaeological Assessment Cooney’s Lane, Grange, Co. Cork   
 

18 
Lane Purcell Archaeology November 2018 

 

Bibliography 
 
Cork County Development Plan 2014 
 
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999 Framework and Principles for the Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage 
 
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999 Policy and Guidelines on Archaeological Excavation 
 
Foley, C. 1991. A History of Douglas, R. Lynch, 13 Barrack Street, Cork. 
 
Healy, J 1988 The Castles of County Cork. Mercier Press 
 
Irish Place names in www.loganim.ie  
 
National Monuments Service (in progress) Sites and Monuments Database of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland 
(www.archaeogy.ie). Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
 
National Monuments and Historic Properties Service, 1997. Record of Monuments and Places, County Cork. 
 
Power et al. 1994. Archaeological Inventory of County Cork. Volume 2: East and South Cork, 
Stationery Office, Dublin.  
 
Ronan, S. Eagan, U. and Byrne, E. 2009. Archaeological Inventory of County Cork, Volume 5, Stationery Office, Dublin.  
 
 

http://www.loganim.ie/
http://www.archaeogy.ie/

