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1. Introduction
This report sets out the history of Old Grange

a

farmyard and will demonstrate how its original
character has been considered in the proposed
development. This work follows on from a 2015
assessment which sought to establish a history of
residential use on the site for zoning purposes.

2. Statutory Designations
There are no statutory designations pertaining to

b
c

this site; it is not on the Record of Protected
Structures, the Record of Monuments and Places
and has not been included in the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage.

1. Current OS Map showing location of Old Grange House

3. Clarification of building names

(a) Old Grange farmyard (b) and Grange House (c)

The main house to which the farmyard (b) now
belongs is called ‘Grange House’ (c), built
c.1920. In the past (from c.1920 onwards) this
was also called ‘Grange House Lower’.

The

farmyard was originally built for Old Grange
House or Clifton Grange (a), built c.1800.

4. Historic Development
The farmyard was built to serve Old Grange
th

th

House which was probably late 18 /early 19

century in date. Old Grange House was one of a

a

dozen or so large properties in the hills to the
south of Douglas village that belonged to
merchants and gentlemen farmers.

James R

Day is recorded as the owner of the house in the
Douglas directory of 1842-3 (Jackson, 107).

b

By the time of Griffith’s valuation in 1852, Robert
and William Clifton were the principal tenants on
the holding with one Joseph Harrison as their

2. Second Edition 25“ OS Map, 1888-1913 showing

landlord. The Cliftons were timber merchants in

location of Old Grange House (a) and farmyard (b)

Cork city (Guys, 1875-6, 205).

The farm
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comprised c.120 acres worth £159 with a modest
main house and yard; farmyard to the south; and
three cottages let to subtenants. The farmyard
was connected to the house by Cooney’s Lane,
now Cooney’s Road which was named after an
adjacent farmer to the east. From this time the
house became known as ‘Clifton Grange’.

Between c.1880 and 1900 a number of different
tenants occupied the house until it was taken
over by the Stoker Family.

The Stoker family

remained at Clifton Grange House until at least
1945.

3. Grange House, built c.1920

The 1901 Census records that Edward

Stoker was a butter merchant. It also indicates
that the one-and-a half storey building in the
farmyard was occupied by the coachman.

By 1920 the farm was divided up and sold. The
Bailey family bought the farmyard and lower
section of the property, erecting a new house
(Grange House) immediately adjacent to the
farmyard. It is said that a mill existed within the

a

farmyard as a floor was added to the northern
range. The Bailey family also created a second
yard to the north.

b

From the 1960s onwards, Frankfield and Grange
were developed for prime suburban housing with
individual country seats sold and divided into new
estates.

4. First Edition OS Map, 1837-1842, showing Old Grange
House (a) and farmyard (b)

Of the twelve country seats in the

immediate Frankfield to Donnybrook area, only
six houses are still standing, including Old
Grange House.

5. Former Coach House from south
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5. Design Process & Rationale
5.1 After consultation with the planning authority
Horgan Lynch Engineers were engaged to

z

assess the feasibility of re-using the existing
buildings. The conservation engineer’s report
examined the three buildings within the farmyard

x

but concluded that only one section of the
northern two-storey range had any potential for
reuse; the other two buildings being structurally

y

unsound.

5.2

On

this

basis,

the

focus

for

the

6. Second Edition OS Map c.1900 showing the coachman’s
house (x), southern range (y) and northern range (z)

redevelopment of the farmyard was:
•

to maintain the character of the yard in
its original footprint and design,

•

to conserve the original westernmost
section of the northern range, and

•

to reuse as many of the original
material finishes as possible.

In this regard, the original footprint has been
maintained in the proposed layout of the
redevelopment.
7. Proposed layout of the farmyard

Horgan Lynch Engineers highlighted that the
western section of the northern building range (z)
would be re-usable. For this reason the original
western section of

the

building

is

to be

maintained.

To maintain the character of the farmyard the
general height and design of the existing
buildings

has

informed

the

proposed

redevelopment. The option of a uniform mewsstyle courtyard development was considered but
deemed inappropriate to the site, on the basis

8. Line showing the extent of original wall to be conserved
on northern range building

that the scale of the original house did not lend
itself to such an approach. Reproduction of the
existing buildings was considered to have little
value.
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5.3 Therefore, it was decided that new-build
within the farmyard should refer to the original
buildings with a mix of contemporary forms and
finishes,

alongside

traditional

and

salvaged

elements. Reusing Farm Buildings (Bowen &
Matthews, 2007) was consulted as a reference to
the way in which existing farm buildings can be

9. Proposed design of northern range

reused and upgraded.

5.4 Throughout the proposed redevelopment
original openings are maintained or referred to
but in a contemporary idiom. Pitched slate roofs
also refer to the original buildings. Where render
is used it is proposed to use an NHL 5 hydraulic
lime mortar to emulate traditional finishes.
Rainwater goods are to be cast-iron with a round
10. Single-storey southern range from northeast

profile.

To secure original walling in the western section
of the northern range, the walls will be shored
during construction.

Propping to the relevant

window and door opes will be formed above the
existing heads to maintain the existing structure
and allow for widening.

6. Conclusion

11. Proposed pair of semi-detached houses on
site of southern range

The proposed redevelopment of Old Grange
farmyard will involve the loss of a significant
proportion of the buildings therein. While none of
the buildings had been designated for any form of
protection, and had also fallen into a state of
serious disrepair, the proposed design has
sought to incorporate their character into the new
design. It will also conserve a portion of one of
the buildings and replicate many of the original
finishes.

12. Proposed two-storey dwelling on site of
original coach house
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8. Photographic Record of the Site

3
1

2

1. Front/west elevation of former coachman’s house

2. Rear of the former coachman’s house

3. View of the southeast corner of the farmyard with outbuildings and coachman’s house
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4
6
5
4. North gable to former coachman’s house

5. South gable to former coachman’s house

6. View of the northwest corner of the farmyard
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7. Stairs in the former coachman’s house

8. Loft door visible through altered south side of former
coachman’s house

9. Derelict fireplace and bellows in kitchen/parlour of former coachman’s house

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Louise M Harrington, July 2018

8

Historic Site Appraisal
Old Grange House Farmyard, Douglas Co. Cork
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

12
11
10
10. Rear (southern) elevation of southern farmyard building

11. Eastern elevation of southern range of farmyard buildings

12. Northern elevation of southern range of farmyard buildings
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13

14
15

13. Northern elevation of northern range of two-storey outbuildings, said to have had a milling function

14. Southern view of northern range of two-storey outbuildings with steps to loft

15. Southern view of northern range of two-storey outbuildings
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16
15
17
16. Western gable of northern range of two-storey outbuildings

17. Front west elevation of Grange House

18. Entrance to Grange House
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