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1.0

Introduction

This report sets out the primary aspirations and objectives of the proposed landscape design
for the housing development at Grange, Co Cork.
The urban planning and landscape design of residential developments is vital to create a
positive, inclusive and sustainable environment in which to live. The design proposals here,
seek to optimise the use and enjoyment of the external environment by encouraging
pedestrian movement around the site and positioning public open space in locations that
are central to the development thereby promoting use and safety.
Much consideration is given to the quality of the street and efforts have been made to
humanise these, so they can be safely shared with pedestrians and cyclists.
The streets and public open spaces are varied and each has a unique character which will
promote legibility. The quality and connectivity of the public open space will encourage all
residents and visitors to use the outdoor environment in a more positive and meaningful
way whether it’s to exercise, socialise or conduct day to day activities like walking to crèche
or visiting a neighbour on the far side of the development. An active external environment
supports social interaction and promotes community building

2.0

Existing Landscape Elements on Site

The site has an area of 9.9 hectares. A farmhouse and a cluster of agricultural buildings and
sheds exist on the northern boundary of the site. A number of mature trees including Oak,
Ash and Copper Beech exist within the farmhouse courtyard and gardens.
The rest of the site is relatively featureless and comprises a ploughed field which slopes
gently from the road to a small distributary of the Donnybrook River on the southern
boundary.

Aerial
photograph of
the site
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The western boundary, defined by Cooney’s Lane, comprises a narrow but densely over
grown green belt of native trees including Ash, Hawthorn and Oak. The southern boundary
is defined by a narrow stream which is flanked on both sides of its steeply sloping banks
with native trees and plants.

Left Photo - Southern boundary with dense vegetation along the steep bank of the stream on the left hand side
Right Photo - Southern boundary looking east toward adjacent housing estate with Douglas in the background.

View of South-western boundary illustrating elevated ground with mature trees and low-density housing.

View of North - eastern boundary showing adjacent housing estate and overhead cables.
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View of Northern boundary showing existing farmhouse, agricultural buildings and mature trees.

View of steeply sloping banks of the narrow river on the Southern boundary

View of Northern boundary showing adjacent housing estate.
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3.0

Overall Strategy and response to the DEHLG’s Urban Design
Manual.

The landscape strategy seeks to achieve the aims of the Sustainable Residential
Development in Urban Areas outlined in the DEHLG’s Urban Design Manual.
The twelve criteria identified in the Urban Design Manual encapsulate the design
considerations that should form the basis of new urban residential developments in order to
produce positive, sustainable and inclusive environments in which to live.
These twelve criteria are tested against the Landscape Strategy as a means of ensuring that
the response to landscaping is sympathetic to the architectural and urban design of the site
so as to achieve an integrated approach.

3.01

Context
The landscape proposal seeks to optimise the site’s existing natural and historic
character.
An existing farm house and a number of agriculture buildings are located on the
northern boundary of the site. While the buildings are in a state of very poor
repair and cannot be saved; it is proposed that the stone is reused and more
importantly the pattern of clustered, small buildings centred on a courtyard is
reflected in the new layout. The retention of most of the mature trees in this
location has dictated the positioning of the new buildings and preservation of
existing natural ground levels. The clustered residential units, stepped levels and
existing trees will create an attractive courtyard which reflects on the site’s
agricultural past.
Existing Farm
Buildings

Neighbouring
Estate

Mature Trees

Aerial view of northern part of the site showing the existing farm buildings.
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3.02

Connections and Shared Amenities
Connectivity to the adjacent residential development on the eastern boundary and
to Cooney’s Lane on the northern boundary is enhanced by promoting permeability
through the development and by creating new connections along natural desire
lines.
In addition to footpaths and pedestrian links running alongside the road system, a
dedicated pedestrian amenity walk or GREENWAY is provided along the southern
and eastern boundaries. The amenity walk on the upper bank of the stream on the
southern boundary links to the neighbouring estate which allows residents of the
proposed development access to existing sports pitches. This in turn, provides the
existing estate with access to the proposed new crèche. The GREENWAY provides a
dedicated pedestrian/cycle link which enables residents to make their way safety to
the facilities on the site and up to the main road where residents can connect to
local bus and cycle routes
Connectivity through the development is achieved with enhanced footpaths,
landscaped pedestrian links and pocket parks. The internal road system and the
amenity walk provide pedestrians and cyclists with a choice of routes within the
development.

Crèche
Old Farmhouse
Garden Court

Neighbouring
Estate

Cooney’s Lane

Connection to
neighbouring estate

Central
Park

Dense vegetation on
the banks of stream
to be retained.
GREENWAY
Landscape Master Plan
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Inclusivity
The landscape proposals seek to create a variety of spaces, providing an attractive
and healthy outdoor environment which suits a range of ages and interests.
Wheelchair accessibility throughout the site is provided wherever possible.
The quality of routes and connections is enhanced with good quality materials,
planting, lighting and seating to promote use and enjoyment. Opportunities to
overlook areas are always exploited to provide passive surveillance of the amenity
areas such as playgrounds, basket ball court and “kick- about” lawns.
3.03

Variety
The landscape proposals seeks to use the unique natural character of the site to
create a series of outdoor spaces that have a discernable character and function
that will suit a variety of users and activities. The river edge and eastern boundary is
used as an amenity walk and has a very different quality to the more urban central
park or the Old Farmhouse Garden Court.

Images illustrating the difference between the qualities of the more formal Central Park with its
lawns, trees and simple playground and a more informal natural amenity walk.

3.04

Efficiency
As can be seen in the Architect’s Design Statement, the houses are predominantly
located along a North – south axes thereby minimising overshadowing and ensuring
maximum penetration of sunlight. All public spaces are south facing and enjoy sun
for most of the day.

3.05

Distinctiveness
The external environment is strongly influenced by the unique natural character of
the site particularly the patterns of fields and hedgerows in the area; and features
within the boundaries of the site, namely, the river edge and the cluster of mature
trees in the original farmyard. The unique flavour of the different landscaped spaces
proposed is demonstrated by the images above.
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3.06

Layout
The overall landscape strategy is focused on establishing a good urban structure.
The objective of the Architect’s Design Statement and the Landscape Report is to
demonstrate that the layout achieves the best possible urban form for the site and
the required density of housing within the context of Grange. The quality of the
urban form is achieved with attractive materials and robust, carefully selected
planting.

3.07

Public Realm
The design proposals seek to create a series of public open spaces linked together
with pedestrian-friendly routes. Pedestrian connectivity between the proposed large
central park, smaller pocket parks and the perimeter green belts are formalised with
footpaths enhanced with planting, trees and seating. These all form part of the
public realm and their success is driven by how they are populated which is
impacted by their quality, usefulness, accessibility and safety.
Amenity and play areas for different age groups are incorporated within the green
spaces where they serve the most number of residents and can be overlooked by
adjacent houses.
Pockets parks, lawns, seating areas and playgrounds are interspersed throughout
the development to create many forums for social interaction and maximise use of
the outdoor environment. The public spaces create platforms for interaction and
community building.

Sketch showing potential play
spaces along the Amenity
Walk / GREENWAY
demonstrating provision for all
ages.

3.08

Adaptability
The landscape proposal facilitates the natural changes that seasons bring and the
maturing of perennial trees, hedges and plants. The soft landscape proposals
incorporate trees and plants that will provide current and future generations with
an attractive external environment and amenity.
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3.09

Privacy and Amenity
The importance of ensuring that public spaces and streets are animated and
overlooked by houses is far greater than providing complete privacy for individual
houses by the provision of high walls around the perimeter of private properties.
Rear private gardens are bound by 1.8m high walls or fences but front gardens tend
to be more exposed to the public and are sometimes reduced to only 4.5m in depth
where parallel parking, landscaping and shared surfacing ensures an attractive
interface with the street.
Planting within the front gardens between individual houses is also focussed on
creating as much greenery as possible with boundary hedges and trees planted on
the boundary with a view to creating future tree lines avenues.

Sketch showing narrow depth of front
gardens around the Central Park. Trees
provide enclosure and scale.

3.10

Parking
Two parking bays per house are typically provided in a number of configurations
which respond to the density and location of individual houses relative to the street
or public place.
Materials for pavements, roads and parking follow the DMURS Guidelines to create
a more attractive and pedestrian friendly shared surface between vehicles, cyclists
and pedestrians. Trees, planting, street lighting and furniture will further enhance
the areas dedicated to on-grade parking.

3.11

Detailed Design
As noted in the other indicators, materials and planting have been selected for their
aesthetic value, their long term maintenance requirements and reputation for
maturing gracefully.
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4.0

Landscape Precincts in Detail

The primary public spaces proposed for the development are discussed in further detail and
images are included to provide a flavour of the proposed materials and features which may
be incorporated at detail design stage.

4.1

GREENWAY The Amenity Walk along the River and Eastern Boundary
(Open Space 5,6, 8-11)

A new 4m wide path is proposed above the steeply sloping and overgrown banks of the
stream on the southern boundary. The very densely overgrown swathe of trees and shrubs
adjacent to the river will be maintained and fenced off with a low natural timber post and
pole fence.
The stream is potentially dangerous during high levels of rain and it was felt that access to
the water edge should be discouraged by retaining the existing dense natural vegetation.

Link to Ardfield

Retention of this vegetation
maintains the natural habitat of
many living organisms and
conserves important ecological
networks.
It is proposed that the path will
connect to Ardfield, the adjacent
estate to extend and improve the
amenity and pedestrian connectivity
of both residential estates.
The path provides an easy,
accessible walk which connects the
southern most part of the site to
Cooney’s Lane and to the proposed
crèche. Seating, signage, and
lighting will increase the use and
popularity of the walk.

Photo of site showing embankment down to the river
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Images illustrating Breedan gravel path, natural timber
fencing, simple seating, lighting and natural planting.

4.2

Central Park (Open Space 1)
incorporating a playground, seating, kick about lawns and paved paths

The 1750sqm park is centrally located in the estate and runs the full length of a residential
block. The park is defined on its length by housing with a shallow front garden. The one
way access road is a paved shared surface which has pedestrian priority.
It is proposed that the park will follow the natural slope of the site and will comprise a large
expanse of lawn surrounded by trees, several seating areas and a 150sqm playground and a
135sqm fenced basketball court.
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The seating areas are provided close to the play area and lawns to allow parents to mind
children and provide opportunities for elderly residents to spend time close to where the
action is.

Seating, lights and
bicycle stands

Basketball Court

Kick about lawn

Playground

Sketch drawing illustrating the proposed Central Park

A rolled and mowed area is proposed within the park. The grassed area provides
opportunity for all sorts of informal fun and sports, including GAA, soccer, rugby, frisbee
and cricket.
Image illustrating a park
of lawns, low planting
and large trees
surrounded by houses.
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Play equipment suitable for toddlers such as slides contained within a low fence. Seating
areas close to both play areas allow for easy surveillance.

Images illustrating the
recommended type of
simple play equipment
proposed in three
different playgrounds
located within the
housing development.

The Old Farmhouse Garden Court (Open Space 12, 13 & 15)
An existing farmhouse and a number of derelict agricultural buildings are located on the
northern boundary (refer to Conservation Reports). While the building cannot be saved, it is
the intention to protect and retain many of the existing trees on the site.

Aerial photograph
showing existing
farmhouse and garden
with existing trees. It is
proposed to retain many
of the trees.
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Higher density houses and apartments are clustered around irregular shaped courtyards to
reflect the site’s agricultural past. The proposed courtyards follow the pattern and levels of
the original farmyards and are linked with steps and ramps to form a series of smaller
scaled communal gardens.

The area under the existing mature trees has been incorporated as a raised park, through
which a gravel path meanders. The height of mature trees gives scale and maturity to the
immediate areas.
Seating and planting in low planters with integrated benching is proposed.

Sketch illustrating the proposed raised park under the existing trees and the more organic pattern
of buildings forming interlinking courtyards on the site of the original farmyards.

Image of
courtyards
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4.3

Private Front Gardens

The early consideration of function and design of the front gardens of each individual
house ensures adequate accommodation of paths to the front door, storage of refuse bins,
separation between car and pedestrian zones and planting.
The provision of sufficient space for planting and trees creates opportunities for avenues of
trees and softer and more attractive hedges as boundary structures. As a minimum where
higher density and parking requirements reduce opportunities for planting, a hedge is
located between each front drive and an avenue tree is located on the end.

Hedges provide attractive, green
boundary structures which are
particularly effective where there
is inadequate space for larger
planting beds. Trees incorporated
in front gardens are future
avenues.

Avenue trees and Beech hedging
on every boundary maximises the
greening of the proposed roads
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4.41

4 - Bedroom House – 7800mm wide front gardens

4.42

3 - Bedroom House – 6800mm wide front gardens

4.43

3 – Bedroom House – 6300mm wide front gardens
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4.4

Site Boundaries :
NORTHERN BOUNDARY

WESTERN /
Cooney’s Lane
BOUNDARY
EASTERN / Ardfield
BOUNDARY

COMMON BOUNDARY

SOUTHERN / RIVER
BOUNDARY

Aerial Photograph identifying boundaries

4.51

Western Boundary with Cooney’s Lane

Cooney’s Lane extends along the full length of the western boundary. It is the intention to
realign and widen the road as well as locate a 2m wide footpath and 1.75m wide cycle lane
along the side abutting the subject site.
A 1m low stone wall with Beech hedging is proposed along this boundary. In most
instances, houses on the western boundary are orientated toward Cooney’s Lane and are
accessed from the public footpath. Where the boundary falls between private gardens and
the road, a painted steel railing above the stone wall provide better security and privacy is
proposed. Painted steel garden gates provide access from the public path and prevent
children and animals from running onto the road.
No railings are provided where the stone boundary wall abuts a park.
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Boundary detail where houses are accessed from Cooney’s Lane include a 1m low stone wall with 1m
high painted railing above and Beech hedging behind

Boundary detail on Cooney’s Lane along the extent of parkland comprises a 1m high stone wall and
hedging. Trees are planted close to the inside of the wall.

4.52

Eastern Boundary with Ardfield Housing Estate

There is currently a simple post and mesh fence defining the western edge of Ardfield
Housing Estate. It is intended that this will be removed and no physical boundary barrier will
be erected between Ardfield Housing Estate and the subject site as efforts are made to
encourage permeability between the two housing estates.
The proposed GREENWAY amenity walk which extends along the eastern boundary is
linked to Ardfield Estate in two places with paths that follow the contours of the
topography.
New trees are proposed along the amenity path and existing planting will be maintained
wherever possible.
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Photographs showing
existing boundary
treatment with rolling
lawns and simple post
and mesh fence to
define Ardfield’s
western edge.

4.53

Northern Boundary

The site tapers to a relatively short northern boundary. Here, the Creche’s outdoor play
facilities are screened from the GREENWAY, amenity walk with a 1.8m high weld mesh
fence with Portuguese Laurel Hedging planted on the outside of the fence.
Lawns and a new 1.8m high weld fence are proposed to keep the area quite open and
visible. New trees within the lawn are proposed along the amenity path.

4.54

Southern Boundary with the River

The very densely overgrown swathe of trees and
shrubs adjacent to the river will be maintained and
fenced off with a low natural timber post and pole
fence. The stream is potentially dangerous during
high levels of rain and it was felt that access to the
water edge should be discouraged by retaining the
existing dense natural vegetation.
Retention of this vegetation maintains the natural
habitat of many living organisms and conserves
important ecological networks.

Image of natural post
and rail fence within
natural vegetation

ilsa rutgers archItecture
A simple timber post and rail fence is located along the path and slightly concealed within
the undergrowth to retain as much of the natural quality of the river embankment as
possible. A 4m wide Greenway Amenity Path will travel along the top of the embankment
and as simple post and rail fence is proposed 2-4m from the path within the existing
planting

GREENWAY

SECTION through House No 58 illustrating connections and lawn-ed embankment between the cul-de- sacs
and the Greenway Amenity Walk

GREENWAY

SECTION through House No 95 illustrating embankment down to the Greenway Amenity Walk along the
swathe of natural vegetation flanking the river.
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4.55

Common South Western Boundary with Neighbouring Property

A 2m high painted, plastered blockwork wall with hedging along the southern side of the
wall is proposed to provide privacy for the neighbouring property on the southern extreme
of the site. The GREENWAY, amenity walk above the river bank will be turned up into the
cul de sac on the south western corner of the site and this area will be densely planted.

Photograph showing existing hedge along neighbouring property on the south western corner of the site.

4.5

Cooney’s Lane Gateway:

A gateway monument / structure on Cooney’s Lane was discussed at the Pre Application
Consultation to mark the transition from a rural to peri urban road and to calm traffic to
slower speeds.
It is proposed to locate a 3.5 m timber and Corten “Totem” on the east side of the road on
the south west corner of the site. The exact details of the structure and any proposed
signage are yet to be agreed with Cork County Council. Some images of similar totems are
included as appropriate in scale and materials.

Location of 3.5m high
gateway monument
View of stone walls to driveways on Cooney’s lane at
southern corner of the site.

ilsa rutgers archItecture

5.0

Response to Cork County Council Recreation and Amenity
Policy.

The Cork County Council Recreational and Amenity Policy published in July 2006 sets
out the objectives of Cork County Council and the responsibilities of developers to make
provision for a range of recreational and amenity facilities and to ensure that such facilities
are maintained to perpetuity for the benefit of the residents.
Public Open Space is provided at 18.6% of the area of the site. This is highlighted in
lighter green on the site plan below. The embankment above the river is open space but it
is not considered useable as an amenity space as it is either too densely planted or is too
steeply sloped. While these areas cannot be made accessible, they have enormous value
visually and ecologically. Visually, they provide a natural green edge to the site which
reflects the traditional agricultural use of the local area, where fields, hedgerows and
perimeter trees form the landscape patterns. The natural, unmanicured open space also
provides great ecological value in preserving habitats and ensuring biodiversity.

Extract from Architect’s Design
Statement illustrating Public Open Space
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Recreational
Facility

Description

Quantity

Points

580sqm

3

Kick about area
Open Space 1

41 x 14.5m lawn surrounded by trees and a 2m wide path on all sides.
The lawn/ kick about area is located in the Central Park and is easily
accessible by pedestrians and cyclists. It is overlooked on all sides by
residents providing passive surveillance and security.

Basket Ball Court
Open Space 1

12.5 x 11m Bespoke Basket Ball Court located in the Central Park with
2500mm high mesh fence. The play area comprises a suitable surface for
basketball.

137.5sqm

2

Playground
Open Space 1

14.5 x 10m playground located in the Central Park. The play area
comprises a suitable surface with play equipment for ages 2-8 years old.
The play area is fenced off with a 900mm railing.

145sqm

2

Small Playground
Open Space 4 & 7

2 No. Small playground located in the areas that are natural
congregation points and are well overlooked. The play area is fenced off
with a 900mm railing. The play area comprises a suitable surface with
play equipment to suit ages 2-8 years old.

2

4

GREENWAY

600m long walk comprising a 4m wide concrete path which travels along 600m long
the southern and eastern boundary of the site. The path is located on the
slope above the river and connects to all the cul de sacs along the
southern boundary, before travelling up the eastern boundary toward the
crèche and Cooney’s road. The amenity walk is also linked to Cooney’s
Lane as well as the neighbouring housing estate thereby facilitating
pedestrian and cyclist movement between the two estates.
This encourages sharing of communal facilities such as the existing sports
pitches in the neighbouring estate and the crèche in the proposed new
development. The path is well connected to the road network and
provides a safe route for children to transverse the site. Pre- school
children in “walking buses” can use the route to walk to the crèche at
the northern side of the site. Well lit, seating areas are positioned along
the path which will provide opportunities to relax and enjoy the views
down to the river and across toward Maryborough.

Amenity walk
along the river
and eastern
boundary
Open Space 5, 6,
8-11

8

Western Pocket
Park
Open Space 4

10 x 48m pocket park providing a pedestrian link across the site. The
park has a paved path, lawn, playground and trees. Street lighting and
seating are provided to encourage use.

480sqm

1.5

Eastern Pocket
Park
Open Space 7

10.5 x 56m pocket park providing a pedestrian link across the site. The
park has a paved path, lawn, play ground and trees. Street lighting and
seating are provided to encourage use.

580sqm

1.5

Localised seating
areas
Dispersed through
Open Space

A total of 10 seating areas comprising benches and street lighting are
provided in strategic locations around the site for the convenience and
enjoyment of residents.
• 4 No. paved seating areas are located along the amenity walk
• 2No. seating areas are located around the central park facilitating
seating for people minding children in the playground and also
around the kick- about area.
• 3 No. seating areas are located in the historical area below mature
trees and within the old farmyard area.
• 1 No seating area is provided within the communal garden
surrounded by the Apartment duplexes.

10

8
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Park between
Duplexes
Open Space 14
The Old Farm
Garden Park
Open Space 15

6.0

18.5 x 14.5m lawn surrounded by trees and a 3m wide path on all sides.
The lawn/ kick about area is overlooked on all sides by residents
providing passive surveillance and security. Lighting, planting and seating
furnish the space.

270sqm

The Old Farm Garden Court is a raised lawn centred on the existing
mature trees which would previously have formed part of the old
farmhouse. The trees which are full of character and bent from years of
exposure will provide an attractive canopy and reflect on the site’s
previous use as a farm. A path meanders through the park and connects
with other green courts.

5

TOTAL

38

Landscape Response to DMURS (Design Manual for Urban
Roads and Streets)

The Landscape Strategy and the selection of materials seek to achieve the principles of
DMURS. The street and the parking areas are designed as an integral part of the public
realm and efforts are made to safeguard these areas as hard landscaped extensions of the
public open space.
High quality materials, shared surfaces, planting, seating and lighting are incorporated in
the main public spaces to ensure that this is a welcoming and active space.
Demonstration of compliance with DMURS is demonstrated in a separate report.

7.0

3

Palette of Landscaping Materials

Hard Landscape Surfaces
The proposed palette of materials for hard landscaping surfaces are selected from a tried
and tested range of attractive and hard wearing materials
which are suitable for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
Materials and Furniture associated with the Street:
The finishes proposed for roadway, parking bays, pavements
within the development boundaries will be selected to
achieve pedestrian emphasis.
The main access roads will be finished in tar macadam while
lesser used cul-de-sacs with be finished in concrete with
exposed aggregate to create a warmer finish.
All footpaths, paths, and steps will be finished in concrete
paving setts. A range of tones and unit sizes with help to
define the various uses and delineate pedestrian zones from
parking areas.
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Proposed palette of hard surface materials for the roads and pavements
including concrete setts, brushed exposed concrete

Materials and Furniture associated with Public Space:
Lighter coloured concrete setts and paving slabs incorporating subtle patterns to indicate
seating and movement areas are proposed for the seating areas. Higher quality, natural
stone materials are proposed in localised areas where seating is provided and people are
expected to gather.

Proposed palette of hard surface materials
for public spaces including concrete with
exposed aggregate, concrete setts and
paving slabs.
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8.0

Soft Landscaping: Recommended Trees and Hedges

8.1

TREES for AVENUES (Urban Form and Green Structure)

A limited number of species of trees have been selected for their upright regular form,
architectural merit, resistance to disease and excellent autumn colour. A single species of
trees have been selected for all smaller roads while the main avenues are flanked by
another species.
The repetitive use of limited number of avenue trees gives the streets a sense of continuity
and peacefulness and the change in variety along important avenues provides legibility and
helps orientation.
TREES FOR AVENUES/ PARKING and POCKET PARKS
Tilia cordata (Small-leaved Lime)
T. cordata is a medium-sized deciduous tree with a spreading or rounded crown, and glossy
dark green, heart-shaped leaves to 8cm in length, turning yellow in autumn. Small, fragrant
creamy-white flowers are borne in spreading clusters in summer.
Height >12m

Carpinus betulus (Hornbeam)
Carpinus are deciduous shrubs and trees with
attractive foliage and hop-like fruit clusters in late
summer and autumn
C. betulus is a large deciduous tree developing a
fluted grey trunk and well formed architectural
crown. Leaves are 5-8cm long, ovate, conspicuously
ribbed, turning yellow in autumn. Catkins open in
spring, followed by hop-like fruiting catkins to 8cm.
Height >12m
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Quercus palustris (Pin or Swamp Oak)
A large, attractive deciduous oak with slender horizontal branching. Deep lobed and
pointed leaves turn to a rich scarlet in autumn. Tolerant of wet soils. Height >12m

8.2

TREES for POCKET PARKS and SEATING AREAS (Specimen Trees with
Attractive Leaves or Blossoms)

The trees selected for pocket parks and seating areas are more relaxed and playful in form
and have bright lime leaves, colourful flowers and excellent autumn colour.
Gleditsia triacanthos f. inermis 'Sunburst' (Honey Locust Tree)
'Sunburst' is a small deciduous
tree with a rounded crown.
Leaves bipinnate, with small,
leaflets, golden-yellow in early
summer, becoming greener in
summer. Height 8-12m

Pyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer' (Callery pear 'Chanticleer')
'Chanticleer' is a narrowly
conical medium-sized
deciduous tree with glossy
dark green ovate leaves,
usually colouring well in
autumn. Abundant clusters
of white flowers followed by
small brown fruits. Height
>12m
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Amelanchier lamarckii
A. lamarckii is a large erect deciduous shrub or small tree of open habit, with bronze-tinged
young leaves turning orange and red in autumn. White flowers in short lax racemes as the
leaves unfurl. Fruit a red to dark purple-black berry, soon eaten by birds
Height 8-12m

8.3

TREES for THE GREENWAY / AMENITY WALK (Greater Variety and
Larger Species, Deciduous and Evergreen)

Betula pubescens (Downey Birch)
B. pubescens is a slender deciduous tree with downy
shoots bearing ovate or diamond-shaped leaves, yellow
autumn colour, and yellow-brown catkins in early
spring. Height >12m

Betula pendula (Silver Birch)
Betula can be deciduous native tree or shrub, usually
colouring well in autumn and often with striking white,
pink, or peeling brown bark Betula pendula is an elegant
medium-sized deciduous tree with slender drooping
twigs. Bark white, becoming
black and rugged at base.
Leaves ovate, yellow in
autumn. Flowers in catkins.
Height >12m
Pinus sylvestris (Scot’s Pine)
P. sylvestris is a large evergreen native tree to 25m, with the
upper trunk and branches orange-brown, developing a
picturesque, irregular outline with maturity. Twisted grey-green
needles are borne in pairs. Cones 5cm in length
Height >20m
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Fagus sylvatica (European Beech)
F. sylvatica is a large, vigorous deciduous tree with
a broad, spreading crown. Leaves broadly elliptic,
yellow-green in spring, rich russet-brown in
autumn. Flowers small, green, followed by bristly
fruits. Height >12m

Quercus robur (European Oak)
Q. robur is a large deciduous tree developing a
magnificent, broad crown, the leaves with shallow,
rounded lobes, turning reddish-brown in autumn.
Inconspicuous yellow-green catkins appear among
the young leaves. Valued for its importance to
insects and other wildlife, its acorns are a food
source for small mammals and birds.
Height >12m

Quercus palustris (Pin Oak)
A large attractive deciduous oak with slender horizontal branching. Deep lobed and pointed
leaves turn to a rich scarlet in autumn. Tolerant of wet soils. Height >12m

Liquidambar styraciflua 'Penwood' (American Sweetgum)
– a deciduous trees grown for their alternate, maple-like leaves which take on brilliant and
long-lasting autumn colour; flowers and fruits are inconspicuous
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8.4

HEDGING (Creating Green Walls / Shaping Space)

EVERGREEN HEDGING:
Taxus baccata (Yew)
Native evergreen slow growing conifer is
extremely long lived, with dark green foliage. The
bark is brown and flaky and leaves are dark
green and flat. A good tree for wildlife with birds
roosting in it and also eating its red fruits.
Excellent formal hedge and topiary plant.

Prunus luscitana (Portuguese Laurel) is an excellent evergreen hedge with smaller leaves
than common laurel and red stalks and pink tinged new growth stand out against the dark
green, glossy mature foliage.

DECIDUOUS HEDGING:
Fagus sylvatica (Beech)
Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) or Beech (Fagus
sylvatica) makes particularly good deciduous hedges;
beautiful green leaves emerge in spring, darken
throughout the year and turn yellow/red in
autumn. They then turn russet for a couple of months
before falling off, leaving a skeletal framework, and
are extremely good at adapting to difficult soil types.
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9.0

Implementation

Avenue and Parkland trees and hedging associated with primary infrastructural roads,
amenity paths and parks will be planted during the first dormant season immediately
following completion of these elements; provided that construction traffic for later phases
does not damage any of the soft landscaping. Hard landscaping associated with roads
infrastructure will be completed as part of the Contract for each element and will be
completed and certified prior to handover.
Early planting of trees along these routes will give them greater time to establish and are
important to the aesthetic of the overall development, regardless of later phasing of groups
of housing. All trees are to be staked and protected, especially if impacted by future
construction traffic.
All hard landscaping and planting close to the houses and in front gardens will be
completed within the Construction Contract period of that phase immediately following
completion of the houses. All hard landscaping will be executed by the Main Contractor
and all soft landscaping works will be undertaken by specialist Landscape Contractors.
Certification of the Landscape Works will be required as part of Final Completion
documentation.

